Date:  October 14, 2004
To:  Community, Human and Economic Development Committee
From: Joseph Carreras, Lead Regional Planner
(213) 236-1856, Carreras@scag.ca.gov
RE:  Land Use Opportunity Tracking System (LOYS): A Compass implementation tool for I.ocal Government

RECOMMENDATION:

Information only.

SUMMARY:

Staff wili demonstrate LA LOTS - jots.ucla.educ. a web-based tool to reduce infill development barriers.
BACKGROUND:

LLOTS is a comprehensive web based information portal for land/development analysis, specializing on the City of
Los Angeles, but also covering the County of I.os Angeles and its many communities. The interactive portal provides
a platform for users to query as well as map areas that might be appropriate for infill housing development. The site
also provides “point and click™ data, charts and tables, uses assessor’s data and aerial photos and focuses in on
development opportunities around transit stations.

LOTS was developed as a pilot program through a State Housing and Community Development Department’s Inter-
regional Partnership for Job Housing Balance program involving SCAG, UCI.A’s Advanced Policy Institute and the
Greater Fconomic Alliance of the Antelope Valley (GAVEA).

The accompanying presentation slides provide a step-by-step introduction to LOTS. Neal Richman, Ph.D., Director
of the UCLA Neighborhood Knowledge Research Center will provide the Committee with an on-line demonstration
of the website, answer questions related to its major features and tdentify potential applications for Compass growih
visioning. The next challenge for the region is translating the broad goals and recommendations from the Compass
process into the identification of specific housing development opportunities that can limit sprawl. New internet-
based mapping systems, like LOTS, provide a number of promising features at this planning stage.

First, users can move from the regional to the block and parcel level with just a few clicks of the mouse, thereby
improving our understanding of the connections between the local and the regional. Second, because of the case and
interactivity of these systems, new infill development opportunitics can be found. With overlays of data, users can
quickly identify promising centers for transit-oriented development, neighborhoods with rising numbers of minority
homeowners, and even local “nuisance properties” that residents want to see redeveloped. Finally, beyond plannmg
purposes, these new web tools can provide a vehicle for marketing infill sites to developers interested in exploning
new housing models.

The LOTS information system is the first of its kind in the nation. Recent presentations at Railvolution and the
National Congress for Community Fconomic Development, received enthusiasiic responses. In November, UCLA
will present LLOTS in New York City, responding to an invitation by New York University and City’s Department of
Housing Preservation and Development.
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